Factors associated with poor linkage to HIV care and related barriers among men who have sex with men.
We assessed poor linkage to HIV care in a sample of HIV positive men who have sex with men (MSM) diagnosed in Spain. From 2012 to 2013 we recruited a sample of MSM mainly through gay-dating websites. Poor linkage to care was defined as receiving the first CD4 count >3 months after HIV diagnosis. We performed a logistic regression analysis to estimate factors associated with poor linkage to care and analyzed the underlying reasons. Some 9.4% self-reported poor linkage to care. Those diagnosed in clinical settings other than sexual health clinics or in non-clinical settings presented increased odds of poor linkage to care. The most common reason was being assigned an appointment for first CD4 count >3 months after initial HIV diagnosis. Poor linkage to care was very low, but for further improvements fast-track referral pathways should be created, especially in contexts outside sexual health clinics.